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Why accessibility?

- Che et al. (2012) -“Connectivity is related to accessibility and, although there 
is no universal definition of the concept of accessibility”...

- Navarro (2000)- for whom accessibility is the possibility of performed 
recreational, aesthetic and education activities on the waterfront as protecting 
wildlife and its inhabitants



What is lateral Connectivity?



Social Connectivity

Context: Current Conditions



I-Street Bridge

Tower Bridge, Capitol Mall

K-Street Tunnel

Old Town Sac

Downtown Sac 
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K Street Tunnel
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Social Lateral Connectivity

I. Public Crossing the River



Bridges 

Pros 

● Develop regional collaboration and cohesiveness 
● More open public space to move through 
● Creating accessibility for an 8 years old and 80 years old 

Cons 

● High impact invasive infrastructure
● Disturb habitat and water flow 









Theory on Ferries

- “Ferries systems have continued to evolve with the provision of fixed links… 
such systems have adapted to co-exist with fixed link transport and have 
been incorporated into programs revitalising waterfront areas (Fox, 2016; 
Tanko & Burke, 2016; Weisbrod & Lawson, 2003)



Pro’s

● Easy to develop
● Creates economies
● Tourist and local attraction
● Provides aid and assistance to those in need

Con’s

● Emissions
● Wildlife disturbance 







Gondola

Pros
● Low impact, low energy
● Ability to move from one side to the other  
● Overview of the river

Cons
● Restricted to just one line
● Not accessible for everyone?









Social Lateral Connectivity

II. Bringing the City to the River



Trail network 
Pros 

- Build upon existing trail network
- Multi-jurisdictional accessibility 
- Promotes inclusivity  for all abilities and demographic backgrounds
- Low disturbance and reconnects people with the environment

Cons

- Cost and Maintenance
- Acquiring land and the right of way 









Crossing obstacles



Ecological Lateral Connectivity



There is limited opportunity to eliminate the levees. 

But there is the chance to improve the habitat quality. 



Improve habitat quality: LA RIVER



Restoration of river bank: HOUSATONIC RIVER



Improve habitat quality: LA RIVER





Thank you! 


